222   THE   CHURCH   OF  ENGLAND

be judged by his conformity to the pattern
of his choice.

But it was the party of the movement that
needed to justify itself, for it was advocating
what seemed a new departure. In the series
of " Tracts for the Times," which ran from
1833 to 1841, and were Newman's own plan
for the restoration of the Church, the appeal
to the clergy was that they should rest their
claim upon their commission derived through
the bishops from the Apostles, and that
they should take seriously the authority of
the bishops over them. There was, indeed,
great need for a recognized principle of
association. Not only was there the combined
attack of the Liberal forces from without;
there was much unsettlernent within. It
was a frequent thing for earnest Evangelical
clergymen to secede to one or other form
of Dissent, and at the very time when the
Tracts were being published the Plymouth
Brethren and the Irvingites were drawing
many recruits from the English Church.
The principle of the Tracts was an effective
barrier against such movements. But this
stress on the historical ministry necessarily
led to a respectful attitude towards Rome,
through which that ministry had reached
England. As we have seen, controversy